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Statement on the Situation  in Lebanon
Since its inception the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women (EFECW) has been actively promoting programmes aimed at creating a culture of peace in Europe, working along the principle of keeping open communication across barriers of ethnicity, religion, ideology or culture in a divided Europe. Recently EFECW  entered into a special cooperation with the European Project for Interreligious Learning (EPIL), an intensive learning programme, which also runs a module in Beirut.

EFECW deeply deplores the recent cycle of violence on three fronts in the Middle East, in Gaza, Southern Lebanon and Israel. We believe that only through dialogue will the legitimate claims of the Palestinian people be restored, the right of Israel to exist be acknowledged, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict be resolved. We also believe that no sympathy for any cause will grow by firing rockets and dropping bombs on innocent people, nor will it win any war on terror. This is the way of hatred and revenge!

Particularly we are concerned about the disproportionately severe and numerous  strikes of retaliation by Israel after Hizbollah’s provocation: they have thrown a whole country into turmoil and destruction, claimed the lives of many innocent civilians, displaced close to half a million people and created a major humanitarian crisis. 

We urge our governments and the United Nations to bring about an immediate cease fire, to strengthen  Lebanon’s fragile democracy and to give diplomacy a chance to work out a settlement in the context of a just solution  for the coexistence of Israel-Palestine.  There is no other way!

At this moment we stand in solidarity with all who suffer and fear for their lives and their families and communities. We also stand with the peace movement, especially the women’s peace movement in Europe and the Middle East. We pray fervently that all sides will exercise restraint, swiftly end military action and fully respect human rights. 

We continue to believe that all efforts to be in dialogue, to communicate and to understand the perspective of the other, will ultimately not have been in vain. 
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