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ANDANTE


Women Can’t Wait Any Longer !

Statement addressed to the Heads of State at their meeting of the G8, June 2007 in Germany

Andante is a network of 19 Catholic women’s organisations in 12 European countries, representing a membership of approximately 1.2 million women. It aims to be a Catholic women’s voice and to be an actor in building a living Europe that works for the common good and gives a more human face to Europe and the world.

On the occasion of the meeting of members of the G8 in Germany in June, we urge the world’s leaders to take action urgently and to pursue the goal of ending world poverty. 

As women, we wish to emphasise that it is women and children who carry much of the burden of poverty. In every culture, there are differences between women's and men's roles and responsibilities. In many developing countries, women have unequal, usually inferior, access to resources such as land, education, credit and authority. 

The Millennium Development Goals identified those inequalities and were to make radical changes and Make Poverty History. In Edinburgh, July 2005, pledges were made to increase debt relief and double aid. Sadly, many countries have not yet fulfilled their commitments. Still we see that:

· every minute a woman dies in childbirth; half a million women a year die as a result of pregnancy or childbirth
· five thousand children die every day from drinking dirty water
· universal primary education has not been achieved and it is the girl child who suffers particularly if gender choice has to be made
· women are twice as likely to live in poverty as men

· women are now overtaking men in rates of HIV infection

· untold millions of women suffer violence and abuse

· two-thirds of children not enrolled in school are girls 

· higher rates of illiteracy among women limit their employment opportunities, leaving them trapped in unskilled, low-paid jobs. 

Women's equality is an absolute necessity for poverty eradication. 

By adopting the Millennium Development Goals World leaders have set the goal of achieving equal access for girls and boys to schooling by the year 2005. But education alone will not be enough. Tackling the deeper causes of inequality is necessary, and both men and women are part of the solution.
It is within the power of the nations represented at the G8 summit to Make Poverty History. This can be done by making aid work and making sure that it is used in the best way to reduce poverty and by dropping the debt of the most indebted countries, enabling them to spend the money on essential services, health care, education and clean water.

We call upon the world’s leaders to keep the promises made at Gleneagles and to go further so that Trade Justice is also part of the equation. The pledge of halving world poverty by 2015 must become a reality.

Women Can’t Wait Any Longer !

Paris, 2 June 2007
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