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January, 2012

To the member organisations:




Every day we warm ourselves by the Fire,




wash ourselves in Water,




feel the Wind in our hair,




walk upon the Earth...

Ever since the times of Antiquity, people have used the four elements to illustrate mankind’s closeness to nature. Earth, Air, Fire and Water are seen as the root of all existing matter. In the Book of Genesis – as God is in the process of creating the Universe – there is a pause after each element of creation where God “saw that it was good”. In the Beatitudes Jesus proclaims that “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth”.

One of the great concerns of our times is how badly the gift of creation is administered in most parts of the world. We can no longer say – as in the Genesis – that “it is good”. In different ways human beings have created problems in regard to all the elements of creation. The fertile, stable Earth is flooded by garbage; Air – the breath of life – is threatened by CO2; the purifying and energetic Fire has adopted destructive aspects through nuclear power; the healing and purifying Water has become polluted... In the rich parts of the world people have become more and more concerned with consumption and material goods at the expense of the protection of nature and its resources. A modern lifestyle is often a far cry away from the attitude of “the meek who will inherit the earth”.
For our next summer school, Andante would like to focus on these challenges that face all Europeans and mankind as a whole. These problems are not new and have been discussed widely in different fora, by politicians and people on the grass-roots. All seem to agree that not enough progress has been made to halt a negative development – and yet it is seems difficult to agree on decisions that may involve elements of cost for the individual or for the nation. For this reason it is important not to stop focusing on these issues. And as a saying goes: “It is better to light a candle than to banish the darkness”.
As an association of Catholic women’s organisations, Andante will have as a focus the Christian, personal, ethical aspects of the work for our environment. We will not compete with the UN or other expert groups that can give details about present threats or solutions, but we will try to see how we – in a small and personal way – can contribute as citizens, in our homes or at work – towards a protection of the Creation, how we can live more simply and more in accordance with our vocation as Christians.
The structure of the programme will be based on the four elements and challenges connected with these. Each element will be associated with a problem area – and with possible solutions that we can learn from. Speakers will give introductions and guide us through discussions. There will be time set aside for dialogue groups and time for an excursion and for some creative activities. Morning meditations will be part of the daily routine, and a mass will conclude the event.
The summer school will take place from 11th to 15th July in the ‘Exerzitienhaus St. Paulus', located at ±10 km from the main railway station of Augsburg and at ±70 km. from Munich airport. Their website www.exerzitienhaus.org (in German only) will give you an impression of the venue. For those signing up for the summer school, a detailed description of how to reach the venue will be given along with other practical details.
The participation cost of the summer school in Augsburg is estimated to be € 400. 
The details of the programme are not yet finalised but should be ready by the beginning of March. At that time the procedure for inscription will also be available as well as details for payments etc. The information will, of course, be published on the Andante website. 

This letter is sent to each of our member organisations as a reminder of the upcoming summer school, its theme and the dates, and with the hope that you will encourage your members to participate and thereby take part in these vital discussions that concern all of us!

Looking forward to seeing many of you,

and with kind regards 

on behalf of the Andante Coordinating Committee,

Mette Bruusgaard, member of the software-group of the Andante summer school 2012

