“We like both, differences and similarities!”

Summer School 2009, High Leigh, England: the first one in the short history of andante. Was it successful, challenging? What did the participants think about it right there on the spot? I wondered and investigated during the coffee breaks… 

Felicia Dekkers, Netherlands

I appreciated meeting with so many women from different countries and was interested most of all in women from Eastern Europe – how they think and believe as women. I have learned a lot, but I already had skills on media. I would have preferred not to work in language groups but in groups of women from different countries. I missed a deepening of our differences and similarities. And there was not enough time to discuss some difficult subjects resulting from the films. I was really impressed by the visit to the Beaufort Institute in Cambridge and the afternoon tea with cakes and strawberries. 

Mária Kolková, Slovakia

I would like to stress the professional preparation of some of the trainers (Father Malone, Jim McDonnell) and the sharing of concrete examples of situations in various countries within the groups. But I had expected more young women from western countries. What I preferred most was the work in very small groups (2-3 people) on preparing stories.

Ivanela Brković, Bosnia-Herzegovina

I loved communicating with other participants from different cultural backgrounds. Jim’s talks and training and Father Malone’s presentation were attractive. The film about abortion was educating but too demanding just before going to bed. I met many interesting women and have improved in communication skills. Now I feel more courageous as a woman and, of course, I know that differences don’t mean anything wrong. 

Claudia Burkard-Theiler, Switzerland

It was an interesting event, though I did not learn too many new things. The context of exchanging experiences of women from other countries was interesting but not so challenging. We discovered we were on the same boat. Changing languages was a little bit tiring. For me it was refreshing all the things I have heard before. 

Victoria Ekubia, England

It is always frustrating to be a black one in a ‘white’ country. I was missing more interaction between people. It would have been better to introduce each other at the beginning. The contact between groups was also missing. 

Béatrice Moizo, France

I experienced a different quality of women, their believes, expressing themselves. I have learned new techniques, and also improved my English. Now I have the sense of action in the media – as a woman and as a Christian.

Jean Horan, England

It was really very good to experience so many nationalities. It isn’t so interesting when you are only one nationality. You have to respect other peoples’ experience which is sometimes different from yours. I appreciated most the work on composing a story in a small group after we had learned the five steps how to do it.

Zsuzsanna Török, Hungary

I was very grateful to be here in the English world, to meet and experience women from different countries. I appreciated interactive learning. The trainers and workshop leaders were very good. The peak point was to sit together in that beautiful garden in Cambridge with strawberries and tea. 

Valérie Alipré, France

I have learned a lot - some key words from journalism, tricks how to catch the audience, how to listen to a journalist and answer at the same time. I liked the visual presentation of the Jesuit, his introduction. But it was less interactive to finish the day without discussion within the groups about our impressions. For the older generation the film sequence must have been a shock.

Jim McDonnell, England

I had an impression of real leadership of women, their competence, the broad range of their knowledge, their skills and open mindedness to learn skills and to be challenged. The programme was well adapted and I also adapted to the audience during the process. Each group was unique. The other trainers were good co-operators, they complemented me, brought particular skills and strength (on film, radio, TV).

Maria Raucinova, Slovakia
