Mary of Nazareth

Date of birth

unknown

Married to Joseph of the House of David, Carpenter

First-born son

Jesus

After his death, member of the community of his disciples, women and men
Date of death

unknown


Magnificat   (Lk 1: 46-55; ICET version )

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour 

for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

the promise he made to our fathers and mothers 

to Abraham and Sara and his children for ever. 

Katharine of Siena:  “Love carries the soul as the feet carry the body”
1347   birth of Katharine of Siena in Tuscany, 23rd daughter of Lapa and Giacomo Benincasa (cloth dyer)

1353/54   the first vision, Katharine takes the vow of virginity

1362/63   Katharine joins the Third Order of St. Dominic (called ‘Mantellates’ or ‘Tertians’ )

A group of followers form a circle around Katharine, the ‘family’

1370 – 80 Katharine’s period of political activity

1374 Raymund of Capua  becomes Katharine’s confessor

1377/1378  end of the ‘Babylonian Captivity’ of the Church;  new elections of popes in Rome and Avignon

29th April 1380  Katharine dies in Rome

29 June 1461   Katharine’s canonisation by Pope Pius II
1970   Katharine is given the title ‘ Doctor of the Church’ by Pope Paul VI; with Teresa of Avila she is one of two Christian women to bear this title.

Dorothee Sölle

30th September 1929     born as Dorothee Nipperdey

From 1949  study of classical philology, philosophy, literature and theology in Cologne, Freiburg im Breisgau and Göttingen

1968  co-founder of the Cologne School of Journalism

Teacher in Secondary Education

1971   qualification to teach history of modern literature at university level

Several engagements as visiting professor

1968 to 1972  one of the people who initiated the ‘Political Night Prayer’ in Cologne

1975 to 1987  professor of systematic theology at Union Theological Seminary in New York

From  1960  independent  writer in Hamburg    
1994 Honorary professor at the University of Hamburg

27th April 2003   dies in Göppingen

Her second husband was Fulbert Steffensky

She had four children and grandchildren.
I your tree

It is not you who should solve my problems

but rather I should solve yours god of asylum-seekers

it is not you who should feed the hungry

but rather I should protect your children

from the terror of the banks and the soldiers

it is not you who should give shelter to the refugees

but rather I should receive you

barely hidden god of the suffering.

You have dreamt me god

as I exercise the upright way of walking

and learn to kneel down

more  beautiful than I am now

happier than I dare to be

freer than we allow ourselves to be

Do not cease to dream me god

I will not cease to remember

that I am your tree

planted near the rivers

of life.

(From: Praising without Lying, Dorothee Sölle, Berlin 2000. P. 12)
